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The vonguest of [rag marks 2 new phase in the countey'’s history and an
eiions apering tor the eventy-first century, In the West it Lias inaugu-
rated @ wide-ranging debate en subjects that had become vnmentionable
in polite society: empires and imperialism, civilisations and their discontents,
capitalisiny and its stages, Europe versus Ameriea. And perhaps, unknown
to all, an American Visgil, hidden deep in Christian country, is already
hard at work compesing a philippic in honour of the imperial chief
[Geeneyrs Dubpa®i, which could begin with the concluding lines of the last

ol the Crargics:

... greac Caesar fred his lighmmings and conguered
By deep Eaphrates,

Little Caesar, too, has captured by deep Tigris, bt in capitalist time.
Capitalism has lost its originality. It is doomed to repeat its past, albeit
in changed conditions, What is new is not the American Empire, but its
solitary existence. It is the firsc time in world history that 2 single
Empire has become hegemonic. It was already the case after 1990, but
attempts were made to camouflage reality with fine phrases: 2 new

world order’, the ‘peace dividend’, and ‘a nuclear—free Europe from the

EMPIRES AND RESISTANCE

i
Atlantic to the Urals’, etc. All this provided a happy basis mmn:, Bura-
American collusion. And a few years later when it was once Tmﬁz timne
to ‘exterminate ail the brutes’, the Euro-American alliance, mwwo known
15 ‘the intermational community’, remained wnreffled. Disagreements

did emerge before and during the Yugoslay war but were cpufined to

. private gatherings. The decision to occupy Iraq provoked more anger

and bitterness between rulers and ruled, North and South than any
single cvent since the last phase of the Vietnam Whr H—wmcl.Tmu_. Cauld
it be that the continental West Buropean governments —rﬁw only just
realised that the Monroe Doctrine had now been nxnmnmma to the
whole worldrt® _

Academnic and media apologiss {often the same) for current _Cm policies
stress that this is the only way to stabilise the world and _uaﬁmm tyranmy Lo
heel. Far better for 4 country to become a US protectorate than remain
an indigenous dictatorship, However, evidence for the benevalence of the
United States or a happy compliance with its rule is onky to e found in
western Burope, Mowhere else. To imagine otherwise is toflignore the
history of the twentieth century. Martin Luther King Ir spolg for whole
continents when he stated that ‘the greatest purveyor of vickmee in ihe
world is my own country’.l This violence started longgbefore the
Russian Reevolution, carried on during its peak and after its fall thron ghout
the last century, and has christened the present one with the occupation

103 The Monroe Docteine, fiest elaborated during the tenurs of President Monee 0
1823, was ¢ warning te the Buropean colonial powers not to expand any frcher in the
western hemisphere. This was the prerogative of the United States, and the growing milicary
muscle of the poungest imperial poveer s soon sufficient 1o deter raiding parties frons the
014 Would, Tor this and much else E.J. Hobsbawm's The Age of Brmpire remains an imaiuable
poine of reference. ’

104 And the US srate peoved his point by approving his executict. For details on this sad
story see William F Pepper, An A af State: The Execnifion of Mariie Luther King, Londen 2nd

Mew York, 2002
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of Irag, Since historical ammnesia is encouraged by official eulture, to the

extent where pelicy-makers themselves lost sight of Iragt past when they

assumed that they would be welcomed as ‘libeearors', it is worth listing 2

few of the more violent episodes involving the United States that marked

the second hal€ of the rwenticth century This tally beging with the decision
te use nuclear weapons on Jaganese cities, partially as a warning to the

Sovier Union not to overrveach igelf,

+  The use of nuclear weapons on the ¢ivilian populations of Hiroshima
ated Magasaki, Treath toll: 2,000,000, Deaths from after-effects: not
computed,

+  The destruction of every building in Worth Korea during the 1950-53
war 1o Gestroy the whale infristructure of the region. Death toll of
Korears (Morth and South): 900,000,

+  The. 1963 massacres in Indonesia, supported by the US intelligence
agencies and carried our by pro-US milicry leaders. Death toll: over
1 millian,

* The ¥5%60-75 war unleashed against Vietnam and fought with the
regular nse of chemical weapons of which the effects of Agent Orange
are stll visible in the countey. Death toll: 50,000 U8 soldiers; 2 million
Vicmanese,

+  The Third Gil Way, 1990, Death toll: between 50,000 and 100,000
fragi soldiers.

+ The effect of sanctions against [rag. Dreath toll: up to 1 millien dead.

+  The 2003 war against Iraq. Not concleded,

The de facta US protecterates throughout the second half of the twentieth

century have in the main constitated some of the most vicious dictator-

ships in the world. These were not simply ‘bad Cold War hahits’ as

apologists have tended to claim, since the Monrce Doctrine led to

unceasing interventions in Central America to secure it for US corporate

intereses many decades prior to the victory of Lenin’s Bolsheviks,
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953: CIA helps remove Iranian democrat Mohammed Mossadegh from
power as ponishment for nationalising the country’s oil, The Shab is
put back on the throne. Massive repression of all opposition, but the
mosques cannot be shut. Their doors stay open and they become centes

of resistance to the regime.

1958: In order to prevent a general election, which it fears might produce
a nationalist government, the CIA/DIA authorise first military coup in
Pakistan., A decade of militacy role leads ultimately to the break-up of the

conntry i 1971,

1964: US Ambassador Linceln Gordon masterminds plot for wilicary
take-over in Brazil. President Jodo Goulart goes into exile. A slogan
appears on a Rio de Janeiro walk: "No More Middlement Lincoln Gordon
for President!” Widespread arrests and torture of leftists and trades-union

militatts,

1967: CIA opemtives watch as a captured prisoner is shot dead by

machine- gun bullets in Bolivia. His name is Che Guevara.

i573: US authorises General Pinochet’s military coup in Chile. Elected
president Salvador Allende is killed defending himself. Mass arrests and
killings. Between 6,000 and 10,000 members of socialist and commmnist
parties, peasant organisations and other left groups are ‘disappeared’,

1975: US authorises Indonesian invasion pf Bast Timor to pre-empt
national indeperidence afier Portoguese withdrawal. By 1989 the
occupying armies will kill over 200,000 Timorese, imprison geveral

thousand, institute a form of slave laboue, and loot the country.
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1975: U ilitacy i
75: US supports militacy coup in Argentina. General Widela declares

that ks wiehi
the enenwy s within and the countey must be purified

u@qu“ DIa wE\._H.o..ﬁm new coup in Pakistan, The comtry's first elected leader
i charged with murder and hanged., Pablic hangings and Boggings brutalise
the country’s culture and the new dictator, General Zig-ul-Hag, becomes a
valued clieue and vital to the war in Afghanistan, Here lie the oh.ﬁm:m of &“

aecla ane g xreali i
., and other Mindamentalist creations that are tearing the region apare

T979: Closer link i i
* Closer links established with new Iragi leader Saddam Hussein
whae s armed : 5 i :
@ 15 armed and supported during the war with Iran, in the conrse of

which he wses chemical w i
r. & wses chemical weapons against 2 Kurdish village. Close relations
ventiue till 1990 invaskon of Kowaic,

1982: US marines invade and occapy the tiny Caribhean island of
Grenada, whose Head of State (the Queen of Englind) is irked thae she
was not informed. Reagan's Secretary of State George Schultz arrives on

the i : ces;' Al first si i
e .EEE and anpounces:' At first sight [ realised that this ilnd could be
& splendid real estate project”

1984: i at By i
| US begins arming Conrra forces in Nicaragua behind the backs of
Ha . pr=yy S

owll Congress to unleash a civil war and overthrow the democratically

elecred Sandinista regime. Ronald Rea gan quotes St Luke {14.31) to ask for
maney to battle the Evil Empire.

#90: The Gulf War: 2 ‘turkey-shoot’ to, destroy an army in total retrear;

destruet 03 social i
uction of Irag’s social infrastracture; systematic attack on Iragi people
via a crminal UN sanctions regime,

1999: NATO war against Yugoslavia.

176

and, most recently, Hugo Chavez af Venezuela.
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2002: US-Spanish-backed coup attempt against Huge Chavez in
Venezuela, Chavez has won seven different elections and referendums,
despite the opposition of the private TV networks and 4 large part of the
press. The coup fails because of opposition from soldiers and the poor,

2003: US-British invasion and occupation of Irag.

What these incomplete charts of post-1944 imperial interventions
coveal is the effortless rise of the United Swtes as the leader of the
capitalist world and its deterinination Lo wealken, destroy and defeat not
just the communist epponent, but also those who refiised to take sides in
the Cold War while mainaining their own independence. This generation
of mationalist leaders is epitomised by MNehru, Nasser, Nkromab, Lumumba,
Sukarno, and fom a thivd continent by Peron, Vargas, Goulart, Allende,
105

The last quarter of the nineteenth and the first half of the twentieth
century was the period of the empires of Europe and Japar. Dominane
among these were the British, followed by the French and Dutch and later

by the Japanese and the Germans.1%8 It is impessible to understand the

105 US hostiliy to nationalist-communists Bke Ho Chi Minl: ek Ficel Costro buandly needs
10 be recalled, T April 1975 she frst of dess becarae the only leadler whose people defiared the
Uinitad States The second srvived ol assassination ateenpts and direct intervenrion to owgathuow
his regime, despite # continuons sconomic blockade that bas hsted for ahnose half'a centuory,

106 Gernuny only came iaco existence s 4 state in 1871.The Congress of Wienna in 1815
{the assembly of victors after the defeat of Mapolecn) bad ducked the German question Ty
accepting onty a loosely based German Confederation of thixy-uine stawes. It was lefk to
Bissnarck and Prussia to complete the process of German mifieacion, Bismyck was nnmoved
by sty references to the Holy Rooan Empire and Charkuiagne. He defeated his Amstrian
civals in 1866 and the French in 1870, thus remaoving two obstacles ta Prussian leadership of
the smare-in-creation, He built a steong, unifed, no-nonsense stabe vader Prissian leadership
{Binheitsstast], The lack of mass republicanism in the German lands mads it easier for bim 1o
anoint the Prussian king a5 the Kajser of thie newr state, a symbol of its military serengtl and
fisture glory, resting on the Junkers and whar became the most efficient staee bureaucracy in
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togic that nnderday the First and Second World Wars without 4 grasp of
wnperizlist history and the inter-imperialist contradictions that marked
the period. Despite the thetoric, neither of these two wars wete a defence
ot “democracy” against tyranry’. It is difficult to even claim that for the
first conflict. There was a restricted franchise in most of the countries that
were at war and none at all in the Ottoman and warist Empires. It was
an inter-imperialist war provoked by greed to determine which European
great power would dominate the world and be the greatest colonial power.
It was generalty agreed by all that Europe needed more ‘living space’. The
only question was who got whar and on which continent,

Tar many decades prior to the war, the *colonial question’ had been
hozly debared anside the socialist parties of Enrope, The initial position
was unmazsbignons. The 1896 Congress of the Second International had
adopted a resolution proposed by George Lansbury from the Beitish
(ndependent Labour Party, which demanded ‘the right of all nations
to complete sovereignty' and expressed its oppaosition to colonialism in a
language that remains apposite; "With whatever pretexts colonial policies
muy be justified in the name of eeligion or civilisation, their sole aim
is simply w extend the area of capitalist exploiration in the exclusive

interests of the capitalist chss” This was unanimously approved,

the workl Souw tase atter the defeur of 1545, Gale Mamn wrore of the twe Germanics
strugghing Qv its soul since its dnception. Ou the one hang 'the Germany of the Kaiser, of
the Admigalty, of the Geuerl Swalf, of Krnpp, of selfoighteonsly nationalist Professors,
marling hemonacled Tevtents, They wewe confronted by 'the Germany of the great Socil-
Demaczatic Pacry of Bebel and his friends, of Binstein and Planck, of Geshart Havptmann’®,
For hio s uliienate collapse was Juherene i its Founding siuconres, Bismack's Conpromise
Lepasen the ald order of god and king and Jouker and Lberal baurgeaisie was destined to
il Mighs thing: have been duferent had it been a vepublic? The post-MNapoleon French
inzperial example does not inspiee much ronfidence. What is worth ooting & the Social
Democratic vete prios ta the First World War: 27 percen in 1898, 31 percent in 1903, and
35 pezcent in 1912 Bur chese suecesses and the rauch-vaunted tied-and-rested methoeds of
the German SPD were nor sufficient to withstand the tide of German nagienalisen in 1014,
And trom this tagedy there flowed its successor,

178

EMPIRES AND RESISTANCE

Three years later the British Empire declared war on the Boer Republic
in South Africa. The prize was the gold mines of the region, In some ways
it was a precursor of the Finst World War The Boers were D:__ﬁr
settiers who had the same colenial ‘right’ to the territories they cecupied
as any other power, The interests of the native population «....w_.a disregarded
by both sides. British socialists were horrified by the brucalities and reports
of British concentration camps in which the imprisoned Boers were
beitg kept. They organised demonstrations and their nﬁ..aw...%n:.mﬁscn_.n&
the war as plunder. But this view was by no means unanimous. The
Fibian Society defended both the war and the antiexation of the Boer
territoties. Ity leading spokesman was the playwright George Bernard
Shaw, whoe made rich claims for the war it was really 4 war against
stavery and possible genocide; it was being waged to protect the natives of
the Transvaal; Britain had to be defended because ‘a great ?u__..___.;w_wu B.Eﬁ“
consciously or unconsciously, govern in the general interests o.m a:;rum.ﬁ.os
and any state ‘large or small which hinders the spread of international
civilizaton must disappear’, 10 This Fabian tradition was impaorted Ewo_wu
sale into the newly created Labour Party, which, whenever it was o
office, maintained and preserved the Brivish Empire, |

A similar development was taking place in the German Socil-Democratic
Party. Cne of its leading intellectuals, Eduard Bernstein, wrote a book in
which he criticised the outmoded pelicy of his party which dencunced all
acts of imperialism and colonisation as alien to ‘the commen principles of
Social Democracy’.1% Like the English Fabians, Bernstein argued that,
‘Since we enjoy the products of the tropics, why should there be any

107  George Bewnard Shaw; Fabinisin and the Einpire, Fabian Society H.m_uaou, umn_ﬂ__”._m,H_ ___w W_ﬂw
by time for a reprine with 2 new inmoduction wriken _u@.1 Anthony m.ﬁaaﬂh msﬂiﬂnvm.m.ﬂ :
Shaw's defenee of colonial mle created much anger at the e, but he was suppor w_gﬂ_u. v ww_,
and Beatrice Webb and R.ohers Blatchford, who edited the wridely .ﬁmn socialist weekly Claran,
108 Eduomd Bemstein, Die Foanssetzungen des Soxiadisaens, Berlin, 18%3,
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chjection to our cuitivating che crops ourselves'. And as for ‘the right of
savages to the sail they occopy’, this is not an ‘onconditional right'. Why
was this the case? Beeause, “in the last resort, the higher culture enjoys the
higter right. It is noc the conquest, but the culiivation of the land that
gives the occupier his historical and legal ritles.” This was far from being

an isolated view, Bernseein received strong support from Gustav Noske,

Max Schippel, Ludwig Quessel, anct other German equivalents of the British -

Fabians. But Karl Kaawsky and others demolished these wiews at the
party’s Maine Congress in 1900, The view of the overwhelming majority
of delegares was that imperiolism resulted from ‘the insatiable demands
ol the baurgenisie to find newer invesument outlers for its continually
acumulating capatal as well as fromt the drive for new markets”. The delegaces
tusistedd char it was the colonial exploiters who became savages in their
greed for more wealth and chrough their oppression of native peoples.

Fhat same year the Second International meeting in Paris unanimausly
agreed a vesolution proposed by Rosa Luxemburg on behalf of the
German SPD. She had argued that milicarism and colonialism veflecied
a new development in world palitics and economics, a phenemencn
whase “paroxysms had voleashed four bloody wars during the past six
years and which threatens the world with a state of permanent war’. The
resolurion she preposed insisted on 2 global alliance of workers and the
appressed againse the "world alliance of bourgeoisic and governments',
The latter were for ‘perpetnal war'. The International would uaite people
for "perpernal peace’,

These were fne words, bu what would the Ineernational do in conerete
terms 1o help the colonial peoples? Here there was no agreement, A
spacial commission on the subject failed ro decide on anything conclusive,
Some felr dhat ‘it is nor necessarily bad for a country o be colonised’,
athers suggesced that perhaps in pre-capitalist colonies {i.e, all of them)

rative forms of capitalism should be encouraged, while a few spoke of

180
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the need to develop a ‘socialist colondal policy’. The Tnglish delegates
presented a resolution to a Congeess in Amsterdam, whicl began _,EE)
the sentence: ‘Congress recognises the right of the inhabitants of
civitized countries to settle in lands where the population is at a lower
stage of development. However it condemns most serongly ..., ete.

Nonetheless they all agreed thas within colonial rule there should be
some degree of self-government, aud the entite Congress rose to its feet
ta applaud the presence of eighty-year-old Dradabhoy Naoraji, the President
of the recently formed Indian National Congress.

If tlis was the level of conscionsness of its leaders, what could be
expected from the rank-and-file of the Buropean labour movement? Tiacisi,
a necessary corollary of Bmpire, had penetrated deep in the imperialist
colmtries, as the civilisational references in the weselutions presented or
diseussed at conferences of the Second [nternational reveal, The basis of this
racism lay in conguest: We won not because we lhad the Gatling gun and
they did not, but becase we were/are a superior race. The colomal moment
obscured all other histories. The forward maech of competing empires
became the dominant marrative, Chinese, Indian, and Islantic civilisations
that had governed much of the known sworld pricy to the birth of nm@.ﬁﬁ.ﬂ:
in Burope, were forgotten in the Gadarenc rush to plant the Bag on loreign
soil, How could these imperiab trinmphs in which many workers and
peasants had participated divectly as soldiers not infect the whole monmnn_.,,.m

An early demonstration of this came in the ‘Hottentot election' in
Germany in 1907, The socialists in. the T eichstag had voted against war
credits to fund a colomial war in South-West Africa, where General von
Trotha was busy crushing a rebellion by the native Hereros with the ntmost

] . o s
brutality. 19 The Kaiser’s parties unleashed a barrage of national-chauvinisin

109 The batde orders reack "Within the German borders every Herero, wikh or ﬁmﬁ.ﬁoﬁ_n 1
rifle, with or without cactle, is =0 he shot. [ shall ot receive amy snote Women or childven;
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against the SDF, and in the elections the latter Jost half their seats (their
aumber dropping from 81 to 38) and, despite a rise in the number of
voles cast, the SPD percentage was down by three poimts. Bernstein,
Noske, and friends attibuted this, correctly, to the position taken on
Africa. They dencunced the ‘negative colenial policy” and demanded a
more ‘realistic sud positive’ approach. It was this approach that won and
led inexorably to the decision that favoured voting in support of war
credits in Avgust 1914,

Deteat in war lost Germany its African colonies: Tanganyika was
maredated” to Drinin and South-West Afiica to the Union of Scuth
Africa, The British Empire, thanks wo US intervention in the wear, had
emerged trivmphant. The consequences of this in the Arab east have
been diseussed in previous chaprers.

The Second World War represented both continuity and breach with
its predecessor. The continuity was self-evident. Hitler spoke of needing
more living space (Lebensraus) and ranted endlessly agzinst the British
Empire. It is worth reminding ourselves that the war was not fought to
‘liberace” the Jews, I chat had been the case one would have to acknowl-
edge that it wes lost not won. The Gernon Ffascists, who were hinded the
German state by a supine lourgeoisie and a decaying aristoeracy fearful
of Bolshevism, demanded the recognition of Germany as a Great Power.
Hatler denounced the British and the French whe “acquired a world by
force and robbery’ for denying the same rights to the Third Reich:

it canseor be tolerared any tonger that the British ration of 44, 000,000 souls

skould remain [n possession of fifteen and o half million square miles of the

mrm. mnst be driven back 10 their people or shot. This is my message 1o the Hereros — signed
Wi Trorka, Greac Genersl of the Mighty Empernor’ Out of a towl popnlation of 80,000, the
Grear General exeerminated 60,000, Such s the power of superior civilismions.

182
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workd’s surface. They pretend to have obtained it from God and are not
prepated to give it away. Likewise the French nation of 37,000,000 souls
owns more than three and o half willlon square uriles, while the Germne
nation with 80,000,000 souls only possesses about 230,000 square smiles

[enaphasis in original).’™

Thus, inter-imperialist conteadictions were not absent from the canses -
of the Second World War. Hitler's insistence on receiving the surrender of
France in the same rail carriage where the German High Command had
been homiliated in 1918 was a symbolic revenpe, but one nonetheless
designed also to cement the tics between the teaditional wing of dhe army
and the Nazi regime.

This second confiontation between the major inperialist powers opened
the doors of revelt in the entire colonial world.

The colonial epoch came to end for a variety of reasons. The first of
these was the growth of resistance throughout the colonies. This resistance
ook various forms: armed strnggles, non-violent civil disobedience, a
combination of the two, the emergence of nationalist political parties, etc.
What made this resistance more potent was a wave of social revolutions
starting in Russia in 1917 and spreading to China, Korea, Vietuan, and
Cuba in the decades that followed. The emergence of this new bloe of anti-
capitalist states created a space in which it became less easy to crush the
national movements fighting against imperial rule. The nationalist leaders
with few exceptions belonged to the educated layers of colonial soctety
Some had been edneated abroad in Britain, France, Portugal, or the
Netherlands. They returned home with fiberal and radical philosophies and

the colomisers realised that if they did not agree to a compromise solution

116 Mew Order by Adelf Hitler, cited in Nowmuan Finkelstein, Finage and Reafity of the
Fsre—Patestine Confict, new edition, London and New Yok, 2003, p. 234, foatnote 16,
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r l gl . capr s P
Sume 2003 whe famows golf-rare snuit iy Egypt after the oauparion of Trag, The

Loy o cied NVebaral sits e i e b
v Huanel Mirbarate sits e frons wlile bis Saudi somserpary Crown Pringe

o, The weer-envived waidensifiad m

with the less radical natonalises, the communists wonld be the anly
beneticiaries. When forced to choose between a Candhi or 2 Ho Chi
Minh, the British chose the former. The French decided to struggle il
the bitrer end. The defears they suffered in Indo-Ching and, later, Algeria
scarred French society. The Dutch, too, were reluctant (o abandon the
Indonesian archipelags. The Japanese mm..qmaﬁ.m westwards during the
Second World War pushed the Dutch and the French out of South-FEast
Asia and strengthened narionalise resistance, After the war both powers,

helped by Britain, returned to their colonies, but it was too hte. The world

184
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had moved on. It was this combination of cvents that ended the cobonial
order in the 1960s. As the leader of the capitalist world, the United States
now stepped in and attempted to prevent a total collapse. They did so by
establishing a chain of military dictatorships in Latin America, Asia, and
Africa with two WATO bulwarks {Greece and Turkey) also secured via
miJitary regimes, The most bloody representatives of these regimes were
Pinochet, Videla, Subatto, and Mobutu, though this short list is not imwended
as an insult to any of the others, who did their best to maintain the peace.
Local resistance was ofien killed or tortured out of existence.

Renaders will, [ hope, forgive this long detour. Tts purpose is straight-
forward. The occupation of [raq is something new for the younger
generabions, as miost of themy are umwsed to living in counties which
dominate others by force, but it is part of 2 long historical process tha was
distupted by the twentieth century and is now back or course. Bush
wants Syria and Iran, while his deputy-sheriff in London wants to take over
Zimbabwe and Burma {two former British colonies). There is ako the
question of how Irag will be ruled in the coming years. The methods of
imperial domination are recessarily limited, circumscribed by the existence
of a bocal peaple with & long history. In the case of Irag this stretches back
three thonsand yesrs. Genocide — as applied in the Americas'!! and Austealia
~ is o longer feasible, despite the existence of media barons who would not

find it a problem to provide a justification for it.

111  The scale of the masacres in Sonth America surprised Chatles Darwin Thongh be ws
used to the efimination of animals and plants by scronger species his conversation with 1
Spanish commander, General Fuosas, in 3832 alerved him to the fact that human beings wece
being exterminared in s similer fashion. The Spanish in Argentina had decided to clear the
pampas: 'The Indians ave now so ceerified that they offer no resistance in a body, bot each
lies, neglecting even his wifi and children; buc when cvercaken, like wild animabs they fight,
aggginat any wimber 1o the las moment, ... This is a daek piceure, bur how much more shocking
it the undeniable £t thar all the women whe appesr above twenty years old are masacred
itt cold Dlood! When I exclaimned that this appeared rather intuman, he answeved "Wy, what
can be done? They breed sol™ Charles Darwin, The Fopage of the Beagle, Chapter 3.
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